Member

Connections
“Building lifelong relationships... one member at a time.”

President’s Message
By the time you are reading this communication we
will have closed the book on another year. “Where
does the time go? Some dots don’t connect until the
years go by.” These are words from a song from the
group A Great Big World. For me the song prompts
reflection so I thought I’d share my thoughts on 2018
with you.
2018 was a great year for Members Choice.
Operationally we were able to continue to provide
world class service to our member owners with a full suite of financial
service products. Lead by our Chief Member Experience Officer Elba
Arenas and her teams, assets exceeded plan as we passed the $150
million mark.
On the Loan side, led by our Chief Lending Officer Brian Wiktor, our
lending team exceeded plan by $4 million bringing our loan portfolio
to $122 million. For every dollar deposited at Members Choice, $.89 is
placed in a loan back to a member. This is the power of a cooperative
and is evidence we are fulfilling our purpose.
We have a $23 million investment portfolio that earned $200,000
over the prior year. This result was achieved by our Chief Financial
Officer Jean Miller and her finance team.
Delinquency remained a challenge this year with indirect lending
attracting most of the attention.
Our members received (thru November) $848,000 in dividend
income and we built our net worth to $800,000, significantly
outperforming the previous year. We are well capitalized per NCUA
regulations. The Callahan Company Member Value index ranked
Members Choice number 3 of the 51 Pennsylvania credit unions in our
peer asset group.

Thank you for your support in 2018! As a member owner you own
both sides of the equation. Your deposits are the capital we use to make
loans and your loan demand drives income for the dividends we return
to you and the reserves we build to strengthen the balance sheet. By
connecting the dots we positioned over the past few years it is clear to
see; we are winning and they are returning value to all of us!
Thanks for all you do and I challenge you to continue being a part of
our success!

Jim Barbarich
President and CEO Members Choice
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Join Us!
Attend Our
Annual Meeting

When:
Wed. April 3, 2019
Time:
Doors open at 5:00pm
Dinner starts at 6:00pm
Where:
Pine Barn Inn
43 Pine Barn Place
Danville, PA, 17821
You’ll have the chance to visit with
staff and board and learn more about
your credit union - as well as sign up
for a special door prize drawing! The
event is free to all members.
RSVP by Mar. 27, 2019 by calling
800.834.0082 or stop in any branch.

The nominating committee has
named Mary Fasano, Dan Angel and
Doug Bastian which have previously
filed with the secretary of the board
of directors. Doug is replacing John
Packer who is retiring after 32 years
on the board. Interested members
may submit a petition form to the
committee and must be signed by 1%
of membership population (134). The
deadline for receiving the petition is
2/21/2019.

Bloomsburg Treefest
Once again this year, Members Choice sponsored and
decorated a tree at Bloomsburg’s Treefest held at the Caldwell
Consistory. TreeFest begins with area Christmas tree growers
who donate over a hundred live trees to be trimmed. At the
conclusion of activities, the trees are donated to area families in
need, as identified by local social service agencies.

Thank you to the tree decorators/volunteers! It fills us with
joy to be able to bring some happiness to a family this
Holiday Season.

NYC Trip for 2 Winner
Congratulations to our signature loan promo “NYC
in December” winner Larissa Minium of Lewisburg.
Larissa won a trip for 2 on our NYC Bus trip on
December 16th as well as a $200 Visa Gift Card to help
with Holiday Shopping! Shown at the left with Larissa
is Diana Metzger, Loan Officer, Lewisburg.

Try TurboTax® to get
your max refund and
a chance to win $25K

Start for Free

Save up to $15 on TurboTax

October 18, 2018
CELEBRATING 70 YEARS

INTERNATIONAL CREDIT UNION DAY
CELEBRATING 70 YEARS

INTERNATIONAL CREDIT UNION DAY

lovemycreditunion.org
Helping Veterans
Great work team! We collected
lots of great presents for the
New Berlin Legion to distribute
to veterans at area nursing
homes. Pictured at the Lewisburg branch from left to
right are Doreen Artley, Shaney Yarger, Diana Metzger,
and Barbara Gemberling.

LoveMyCreditUnion.org

Financial Literacy Classes
Students at the Mount Carmel Area High School finished our Introduction
to Financial Literacy Course. Congratulations to them!
St. Paul’s U.C.C. Circles of Love (in the greater Milton and Lewisburg area)
classes are in progress and will conclude early this year.
Our hope and vision is to provide an ongoing program of educational
literacy classes that will improve the financial health of our members and
communities in which we serve.
If you are interested in Financial Literacy classes, please contact Elba
at 800-834-0082.
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Facebook Contest Winner
Gwynne Lebo’s post about Far
Point Animal Rescue had the
most likes winning the $50
Donation. Congratulations
to Gwynne & Far Point!

Drawing for $500
The winner of the $500
Drawing is Rosemary
Benfer of Winfield!
Congratulations,
Rosemary!
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Shown here is Elba (left) with two of the
Mount Carmel High School students

Financial Safety Tip
Now is a great time to update your beneficiaries.
Review and update beneficiaries for life
insurance policies, IRAs, and 401(k)s. Most
people rarely look at it, but
it’s extremely important,
particularly if you have been
through major life changes
such as getting married,
divorced, or having kids.

Inaugural Golf Tournament for Charity • Friday May 31, 2019

Credit Union

Visit mcfcu.org/golf for more info

Calendar of Events
Jan. 1 - New Year’s Day - CLOSED
Jan. 21 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - CLOSED
Feb. 14 - Valentine’s Day
Feb. 18 - Presidents’ Day - CLOSED
Mar. 10 - Daylight Saving Time Starts
Mar. 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
Apr. 3 - Annual Meeting

NYC Bus Trip Benefits The Peyty Foundation
On Dec. 16, 2018, Members Choice
hosted a bus trip to New York City.
Proceeds from this trip will benefit The
Peyty Foundation. The trip was a
huge success, with our 2 buses filling up
super fast! All who went on the trip not
only got a great outing to the Big Apple
during the Holiday Season, but helped this worthy
organization as well. THANK YOU to all who attended!
For more information about this organization, visit
thepeytyfoundation.com

Apr. 19 - Good Friday - Close @ Noon
Apr. 21 - Easter
Apr. 22 - Earth Day

Building lifelong relationships...
one member at a time

Did You Know?
As a member, you can easily apply for a
Members Choice Platinum MasterCard®
credit card OR request a credit line increase
on your current card at mcfcu.org/cardforme

Money Matters
When Ho-Ho-Ho Becomes... Uh-Oh!
The holidays are typically when those credit card balances jump up. This year there have been a lot of retail
stores that offered extra specials if you charged your purchase to their store credit card. That’s great at the time
of your purchase, but if you can’t pay that card off in January, take a look at the interest rate you are paying.
Those rates can sometimes be really high. Even if you didn’t use a store card, you need to look at the interest
rate on your credit cards to make sure you aren’t paying a high rate or unnecessary fees. Consider transfering
the balance from that store card or other high interest rate cards to a Members Choice Platinum MasterCard®
Credit Card. Our rates are as low at 9.99% APR. Plus, you are working with a local credit union - not some out of
state or out of the country call center. Start your new year off right and move your high rate card balances over
to a Members Choice Platinum MasterCard®. You’ll love the convenience, the lower rate and, for a limited time ,
there is no fee to transfer balances.*

To apply for a new card, or to apply for an increase on a current card,
try our EasyApp for members at mcfcu.org/cardforme

Transfer balances to your low-rate
Members Choice credit card and get

5000

Bonus Rewards Points!*

Zero Balance Transfer Fee - For A Limited Time!
*Certain terms & conditions apply. Call us for details at 800.834.0082

Contact Us
Danville
390 Walnut Street
Danville, PA 17821
M-Th: 8am-4:30pm
Fr: 8am-6pm
Sat: 9am-12pm

Bloomsburg
599 East 7th Street
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
M-Th: 8am-4:30pm
Fr: 8am-6pm
Sat: 9am-12pm

Evangelical
Community Hospital
1 Hospital Drive
Lewisburg, PA 17837
M-Fr: 7:30am-4:00pm

Cherokee
Pharmaceuticals, LLC
100 Avenue C
Riverside, PA 17868
M-Tu-Fr: 8am-1pm

Lewisburg
1339 Saint Mary Street
Lewisburg, PA 17837
M-Th: 8am-4:30pm
Fr: 8am-6pm
Sat: 9am-12pm

Call Us Toll Free:

800.834.0082
Get our
Mobile App:

Like us on
M-C Credit Union

Mount Carmel
11218 State Route 61
Mount Carmel, PA 17851
M-Th: 8am-4:30pm
Fr: 8am-5pm
Sat: 9am-12pm

